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Summary History and Legacy



Poet Viola Correa's "Nueva Chicana:"

¡Hey!

See that lady protesting against injustice,

esmi mamá

That girl in the brown beret,

The one teaching the children

she's my hermana

Over there fasting with the migrants

esmi tía.

These are the women who worry,

pray, iron,

and cook chiley tortillas.

The lady with the forgiving eyes 

and the gentle smile,

listen to her shout!

She knows what hardship is 

all about.

The establishment calls her 

a radical militant.

The newspapers read she is

a dangerous subversive.

They label her name to condemn her.

By the F.B.I. she's called

a big problem

In Aztlanwe call her

La Nueva Chicana!     

PoetViolaCorrea's"NuevaChicana"illustratesthe activismof manyChicanas
in the 1960's when the MexicanAmericanYouthOrganization(MAYO)in 1967
planned the development of the RazaUnida Party (RUP), a 3rd party
movementto be the politicalarmof the Chicanocivil rightsmovement.



From the beginning, founding member of RUP, Virginia
Muzquiz , leader of the earlier Crystal City political takeover
in 1963, and other women of Crystal City, San Antonio, Corpus
Christi, Austin, Houston, Dallas - Ft . Worth, South Texas and
West Texas set the pace and levels of participation and
achievement for women in the Raza Unida Party .

Å By 1971 before instituting the Party, women met to
formulate a party platform statement on women, the only
political party to do so at the time .

Å By 1972, Raza ϕϮϩϤϡᶯϳfirst convention, the Party Platform
included a full statement addressing ϷϯϭϥϮᶯϳneeds as
summarized by Evey Chapa :ᶳϒϕϐdeclares the belief in the family structure as the basis of
development, but also clearly states that it must be a total
development of the family ᶫmen, women and children . Raza Unida Party
resolves in this section of the Platform de la Mujer , that equal rights
includes mujeres , no matter what their status in life . In addition,
Raza Unida Party resolves ᶲϴϨϡϴthe participation of women, to
include the decision - making positions of Raza Unida Party, be
actively continued through political education and recruitment of
women .ᶳ



In addition, the platform included a statement that
was bold, and controversial at the time, supporting
full heartedly, the ratification of the Equal Rights
Amendment (ERA) for women .

Å In 1972, the first statewide campaign, RUP supported
the candidacy of Alma Canales for Lt . Governor
(first Chicana to run for statewide office in Texas) ;
Martha Cotera for State Board of Education District
23; Elena Diaz for County Commissioner in Zavala
County and many, many other women in local offices
statewide .



In addition, the platform included a statement that
was bold, and controversial at the time, supporting
full heartedly, the ratification of the Equal Rights
Amendment (ERA) for women .

Å In 1972, the first statewide campaign, RUP supported
the candidacy of Alma Canales for Lt . Governor
(first Chicana to run for statewide office in Texas) ;
Martha Cotera for State Board of Education District
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County and many, many other women in local offices
statewide .

Other achievements :
Å36% of RUP county chairs were women (in important

areas, El Paso, Zavala County, Harris, Dallas and
Travis)

Å20%of RUP precinct chairs were women
ÅEvey Chapa elected State Committeewoman



Å January 1973 initial meeting in Crystal City to develop strategies for
implementing the Party platform statement on women through the
organization of Mujeres Por la Raza Unida involving :

Å Statewide survey of ϷϯϭϥϮᶯϳissues (5 months)

Å Initiate outreach to potential RUP women statewide which resulted in women
representing up to 50%of participants in the second RUP conference in 1973.

Å Organize a statewide conference on August 4, 1973 to structure and develop
plans for Mujeres Por la Raza Unida organization :

Å 200 women attended from major cities and rural communities (20 different counties),
statewide

Å Keynote speaker, Maria L. Hernandez , Lytle Texas (elderly activist and feminist,
civil rights advocate from the 1920s to 1970s)

Å Topics : Consciousness raising and development ; local and state political structure ;
rural and urban organizing ; education policies and women ; history of Raza Unida
Party ; future strategies

Å Area conferences held in Corpus Christi, Houston, Crystal City, Kingsville, Fort Worth
and Temple

Å RUP Chicana candidates in Austin, Crystal City (6 candidates!), Houston, Fort Worth,
Corpus Christi, Cotulla, Dilley, and Kingsville

Å Mujeres Por la Raza Unida becomes an official Party Caucus representative within
the Texas ϗϯϭϥϮᶯϳPolitical Caucus and in the National ϗϯϭϥϮᶯϳPolitical
Caucus

Å Mujeres Por la Raza Unida leads in organizing successful efforts to involve
Chicanas in the Texas IWY State Conference in 1977, and to lead the state
delegation at the National IWY Conference , in Houston, Texas, November 1977
which wholeheartedly supported endorsement of minority ϷϯϭϥϮᶯϳrights and



Raza Unida Party State Convention, 1973
Mujeres Por la Raza Unida Workshop led
by Rosie Castro (not shown), August 4, 1973


